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I’m going to start issue four by stating what this fanzine is about. Welcome Back Skatter is a 
punk, ska, and hardcore zine. I’ve been told to focus on one type of music or else I’ll have no 
strong base of fans. I respond by saying that I listen to more than one type of music so why 
should I limit myself and limit the reaches of Welcome Back Skatter. As for the base of fans, 
the support for WBS has been pretty damn good. I mean I would love for everyone to write or 
email me, but for the sub par issue I put out last time, the response was amazing. Since WBS 
is a ska/punk/hardcore zine, that doesn’t mean that each issue must have an equal third of 
each. This is because depending on what mood I’m in and who I’m hanging out with, I listen to 
different things. Sometimes I listen to one type of music more than others. This then affects the 
layout of the next issue. Also, I like to interview bands in person, so I have to wait til they come 
to town. Sometimes there will be a ton of ska shows in a row and no hardcore shows. This also 
affects the layout of the zine. The reason that I write WBS is so that I can share things that I 
enjoy and things that concern me with others. I would hope that everyone would enjoy reading 
this as much as I enjoy writing it. If by chance you don’t, please give it to someone who would 
appreciate it. Finally, Welcome Back Skatter is open to the public. If you like something in it, let 
em know. If you feel it is lacking somewhere, let me know. If you want to help out, let me 
know. Even if you have nothing to say, I just like to get mail and email. With this, I present to 
you the new Issue of Welcome Back Skatter. 

Shawn Skatter-editor 
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Unity 


By Shawn Skatter 


Recently, I went on a road trip to NYC and Philadelphia. While there, it was inevitable 
that I was going to check out some shows. In Philly, my friend and I were waiting to get in a 
show. I had on a Chicago sXe shirt and at least five other kids there came up to me said they 
were straightedge and asked me about the Chicago scene. One guy even asked if it would be 
cool if he got a lift back to Chicago. I never even met the guy before. It was the same in NYC. I 
was wearing an H20 jersey and a bunch of kids asked about the jersey and started 
conversations with me. 

This may seem ordinary to people on the east coast, but to me, a resident of Chicago, it 
was kinda shocking. I’m so used to Chicago kids who, rather than socialize with new people at 
shows, are content to keep in their little cliques. Think about it, during sets, the kids are all 
dancing and going off, but afterwards, everyone hurries back to their group of friends. It is 
bullshit because there are so many cool people out there that we will never meet because we 
are so unwilling to leave our safety net of friends. It’s just like being in high school again. Now, 
I’m not acting all high and mighty because I’ve been guilty of this many times before. It is the 
Chicago mentality. 

This brings me to my main 
point. What I’m trying to say here isn’t 
that Chicago kids are “bad “ and east 
coast kids are “good”. Rather, I’m trying 
to get people here to put aside their 
petty differences and strike up a 
conversation with a total stranger at the 
next show they attend. I’m not asking 
that they become good friends and I’m 
not promising that everyone you meet 
will be cool, because that is impossible. 
However, we are all punk rock and in 
order to keep the scene strong, we need 
a brother hood (and sisterhood, sorry 
ladies). United we stand, divided we fall. 

It doesn’t matter if you’re a 
hardcore kid and someone else is a 
rude boy, or if you’re a sXe kid and 
someone else is a beer-drinkin, pot 
smokin punk rocker, we are all brothers 
in the punk scene, so act like it. So, next 
time you’re at a show, go out of your 
way and make it a point to talk to 
someone that you don’t know. You 
could make a new friend, but more 
importantly, you will help strengthen the 
Chicago scene which we call home. 



This interview was for Doug (my co-editor in KC) because he's a huge Earth 
Crisis fan and I now he'd kill me if I didn't at least attempt to interview them. 
Well, if you don't know these guys, the are a straight-edge, vegan 
metal/ hardcore band from Syracuse NY (go Orangemen-ed.). I'm sure you've all 
at least heard the song Firestorm. Well, if not, you should check these guys 
out. They're on Chicago's own Victory Records. 

p.s.-the interview was done in my ghetto-mobile after their last Fireside show. 

WBS-How old were you guys when you first became vegan? 

Karl Buechner-I was brought up to respect 
the lives of innocent beings and to think 
about the outcomes of my actions. When I 
gradually started to learn what was 
happening to animals in places like 
slaughter houses and fur farms and 
vivisection laboratories, vegatarianism 
made sense to me. I first started to 
become aware when I was about 16 and 
became a vegatarian at 18 and a vegan 
soon after. I'm 26 right now. 

WBS-Are your parents vegatarian or vegan? 

KB-A lot of members of my family are vegetarian. 

WBS-Is this the way you guys feel you can best spread the message of being 
vegan? I know Ignite spreads their messages by putting addresses of 
organizations that they like in their albums. Do you guys feel that' through 
music is the best way? 

KB-Totally, we start out on the basic level and we deal with a lot of different 
things. Human rights issues like equality between the sexes, racial unity, 
justice to victims of violent crimes, we have songs about animal liberation and 
environmentalism, and quite simply being accountable for how you live. We're 
trying to make the world a more just and better place on the individual level. 
We're about a lot of different things, but it all boils down to one simple thing, 
and that's respect for yourself and respect for innocent life. Songs like New 
Ethic and Eden's Demise are designed to get people to understand how 
needless the suffering animals go through is right now and that animals are 
individual, innocent beings not bio-machines. And through some simple 





changes, their lives can be preserved when we separate ourselves from 
unjustified cruelty. 

WBS-I've heard rumors that you guys have reacted violently to people that 
aren't vegan. I really don't believe the stories, but I just wanted to go to the 
source. 

KB-They are untrue. We've toured with tons of bands that aren't straight edge 
and at the moment, aren't concerned with animal liberation. We've toured with 
Stillsuit, Downset, Marauder, 25 ta life, Madball, Crown of Thornz and we've 
gotten along great. When people are curious, we forward the truth to them. We 
really can't be accused of preaching or pushing our views onto people in any 
way, songs like afixiate, I write the words to describe situations where I've seen 
people lose control to drugs and alcohol and through some of the songs I 
mentioned earlier about animal liberation I talk about what I do and what I 
believe. 

WBS-Just curious, what 
do you guys eat on 
tour? 

KB-There's plenty of 
stuff to eat, we eat 
Arabic, Asian food, 
Mexican food, it's 
simply vegan the way it 
was meant to be 
prepared. There's Italian 
food and plenty of 
restaurants like that, 
grocery stores. Buy it, 
prepare it at someone's 
house that we're staying 
at. It's really not that 
hard. 

WBS-With Path of Resistance, is that just a side band for fun or something that 
you'll turn serious with? 

KB-Well, I am very serious with that band. With the lyrics and composing the 
music and everything else that has gone into it. I don't consider the Path to be 
our project band, but our other band. But I think that through Earth Crisis we 
address a lot more issues andtry to offer solutions to problems in the world 
directly through the words and are finally starting to have a lot of success with 
reaching people and people being receptive to it, so this is on the front burner 
and will continue to be that way. We do the Path when we have time to. What 
it's about is our roots. 

WBS-You guys are becoming a more metal sound, is that a conscience choice, 
or is it just something that your evolving into? 

KB-From the begining, we've always had a metalic influence. What we choose 
to do is fuse together our favorite elements of the metal and hardcore sound, 
because what we want to accomplish is to play the most aggresive, powerful 
music that we can. So, with every release, we get closer to doing that. All Out 



War, Firestorm, Destroy the Machine, Gemorrah's Season Ends, the riffing gets 
more intricate and technical. I think the music overall is more precise and the 
lyrics improve as well. When it comes to the studio production, there’s drastic 
differences between each record. They sound a lot heavier, so we learn as we go 
along. We get closer to doing what we've been trying to all along. 

WBS-Does the latest album have anything to do with the stories of Sodom and 
Gemorrah from the bible? 

KB-Totally, in that story, the inhabitants of those cities were caught up in there 
own selfishness and were violating and raping and enslaving and destroying 
everyone around them. God saw most of the inhabitants of these places as 
unredeemable, so He destroyed them with fire. I make a lot of parallels with 
that and our current situation. I definately think that more so than people that 
concepts are unredeemable and need to be destroyed. But, along the way, there 
are people who won’t let go of things like racism and sexism, and who have a 
direct hand in the murder and exploitation of helpless beings or humans. For 
example, I would rather see one vivisectionist die than 50 monkeys. But we 
believe in education and peaceful protest to try change things through legal 
means. Violence is the absolute last thing we would want to see, but the reality 
is that in some instances, it is needed to preserve the rights of innocent beings 
or to bring justice to victims. 

WBS- Do you have any Mr. T experiences? 

KB-I was a little old for the A-Team, I was sixth grade when that came out, so 
maybe some of the other guys in the band watched it. I was a little past the 
point where I could be into it, because one thing I noticed, in the A-Team, no 
one ever got killed. Trucks would flip over, helicopters would get blown up and 
someone would get up and walk away. It was a little too dumb. Then again, it 
wasn't for kids my age, it was for kids a little younger. But, I think Mr. T is 
drug free and I think he's a Christian, so he's cool. I definately think that the 
Rocky movie he's in is awesome. He's an awsome villain. I like him better as a 
villain. 

WBS-Do you have anything else you want to add? 

KB-We're getting off the track, we're joking around, and that's fine, because we 
have a sense of humor, too. But what we choose to do with our band is cut our 
chests open and pull our heart out and tiy to offer solutions to a lot of 
problems in the world and talk about things that I've experienced or things that 
I've seen happening around me and describe it and try to let it serve as a 
warning. Also, we try to show that we can make a difference by making a few 
personal sacrifices and face up to specific realities. So, thanks to everyone that 
supports and appreciates Earth Crisis and continuously comes out from 
Milwaukee, Indiana, and Ohio, and Illinois, and here in Chicago to see us. 
Peace, live vegan. 

EARTH CRISIS is: 

• Kad Buechner - vocals 

• Scott Crouse - lead guitar 

• Ian Edwards - bass 

• Dennis Merrick - drums 

• Kris Wiechmann - rhythm guitar 


The Simpsons Trivia 

I thought this would be a cool idea. If you can answer all of these questions and be the first to 
do so, email me the answers and I'll send you a nifty little prize courtesy of Welcome Back 
Skaner. Sound Cool? 

Name the episode where the following scenes came from : 

#1) Marge- “We should use the money to get something the whole town needs.” 
Homer- “Like a giant billboard that says no fat chics” 

#2) Chief Wiggam- “It’s the mythological two-headed hound born with only one 
head.” 

#3) Marge- “I’ll have a coffee.” 

Bartender- “beer.” 

Marge- “coff fee.” 

Bartender- “bee eer.” 

Marge- “C O.” 

Bartender- “B E.” 

#4) Marge- “Homer, you’re not faking your own death again are you?” 

#5) Ralph- “I choo choo choose you, I get it.” 

#6) Nelson- “Well at least I knocked over the sun sphere, Ha, Ha.” 

#7) Flanders- “I can honestly say that I hate the post office... and my parents.” 

#8) Homer- “No TV, no beer make Homer something something 
Marge- “Go Crazy.” 

Homer- “Don’t mind if I do.” 

#9) Bart- “So, he’s a bastard?” 

Marge- “Bart!” 

Bart- “Well his parents weren’t married were they?” 

#10) Willy- “I’m going in. Grease me up, woman!” 




Have you seen the movie "Swingers 77 ^^ li you haven't, check it out. It is an 
awesome flick. Anyways, this is the swing band that played in the club at the 
end of the movie. This interview was done via mail with Dirk Shumaker, the 
string bass player. 



Welcome Back Skatter- 
What is your current 
lineup? 


Dirk Shumaker-It is 
Scott Morris, guitar, 
Kurt Sodergren, drums, 
Dirk Shumaker, string 
bass, Andy Rowley, 
saxophone, Glen 
Marhevka, trumpet, Jeff 
Harris, trombone, Karl 
Hunter, saxophone, and 
Joshua Levy, piano. 
WBS-How did you get 
into swing? 

DS-A11 the members of 
BBVD are devoted fans 
of all styles of American 
music. Jazz, blues, 
classical, it would be 
safe to say that swing 
has been a part of our 
lives since day one. 
Mainly through records 
that our parents and 
grandparents had while 
we were growing up. 

WBS-Is swing big in California? 

DS-Swing has been gaining momentum in California through the popularity of 
many local bands. The Royal Crown Revue, Indigo Swing, Red and the Red 
Hots, Lavay Smith and her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, and a host of other great 
groups. Dancing the traditional East and West Coast styles and Lindy Hop 
have also become a new trend with many instructors offering classes in clubs 
before the performances of these groups. 

WBS-How did you get the part in "Swingers?" 


DS-"Swingers" is a very close autobiographical account of what really happened 
to Jon Favreau, who wrote the story and screenplay for the Film and plays the 
character Mike in the movie. Jon would come out to the Derby to dance and 
see us play in 1995. That summer he approached us and said he was doing 
and independent film and had a part for us in it. We didn't think too much 
about it, sure it was a low budget film, what the heck? Then it gets completed, 
shown to some distributors, and sold to Miramax for $5 million! Then we're 
doing three tunes for the soundtrack, requests for us to perform skyrocket and 
our CD sales almost triple in the following 6 months. We get hundreds of hits 
on our home page and all kinds of labels approach us to do our next album 
with them. "Swingers" has raised the public profile of the band better than we 
ever could have imagined. 

WBS-Have you ever played with Hepcat? I figured you might have since a 
member of the band was in "Swingers" too. 

DS-No. They are more of a ska group and we try to book gigs where we play 
with other swing, lounge, or more traditional outfits. We do have a small 
distribution deal with HepCat Records ph#( 1-800-404-41 17) but they have no 
connection with the band, just a coincidence. 

WBS-What types of crowds attend your shows? Young people, older people, 
roots swingers, bar hoppers, etc.? 

DS-We are very fortunate to say that the crowds that attend our shows are 
truly cross generational. Elementary school age through grandmas and 
grandpas. No joke, when we do and afternoon all ages show, say in a park 
somewhere, we'll get EVERYONE coming up to buy a CD, T-shirt, get an 
autograph from the band or just say how much they dig the show and they've 
never seen anyone do what we're doing. 

WBS-Do you have any Mr. T experiences? 

DS-'I pity the foo' who asks the Voodoo Daddy such a question!' You of course 
know that we are the original A-Team, don't you? They patterned the show 
after us. 

WBS- Anything else to add? 

DS-Remember, it don’t mean a thing if it ain’t got that swing. Gotta' go now, my 
martini is getting warm... 

These guys just signed to Coolsville Records, a division of EMI Capitol 
Entertainment Properties, and their first major label release, "Americana 
Deluxe", should be available in late October. So, if you don't want to be a 
square, check these guys out. 



Photographer Eric Mittler - copyright 1997 


Banning Skateboards by Shawn Skatter 


Listen up. One thing that I love to do is skate downtown because at night and on 
the weekends, it is pretty dead. I don’t have to worry about avoiding people or traffic and 
there are some cool places to skate. Well, turns out that I’ve been breaking the law 
every time I do this. The city of Chicago has a law prohibiting skateboarding downtown. 
The only reason that this was brought to my attention was because Alderman Natarus 
of the 42 nd ward felt that instead of worrying about real problems such as crime or 
poverty or something, he would rather spend his time “crusading” against the scourge of 
Chicago, the dreaded skateboarders. He proposes that fines be raised to $200 and 
confiscation of the deck. The supposed problem is that skaters are a risk riding on the 
street and a menace riding on the sidewalk. Also, we supposedly cause thousands of 
dollars each year in damage to sidewalks, stairs, and railings. I say that this is all a big 
bunch of bullshit. All that is going on is that these dickheads in office need to feel like 
they have some authority over people. So, they try to push us around. All they are 
doing by enacting these rules is creating an us versus them mentality. I know for fact 
that skaters aren’t going to say “Oh gee, the city banned skateboarding downtown, I 
guess I’ll read a book.” Fuck that. Nobody is going to quit skating down there regardless 
of the fucking fines that those fat bureaucrats impose. No cops are going to stop 
whatever they are doing and try to confiscate a skateboard. It just ain’t gonna happen. If 
those aldermen want us to quit skating on the downtown streets, they are going to have 
to go done there and stop us themselves. 


The question that I have, 
though, is why skateboarders. 
What did we ever do? Why would 
a skater skate in a big crowd 
“knocking people over” like the 
city says. Wouldn’t we also be 
knocked down in a collision? 
Also, how can you skate in a big 
crowd? With so many people 
around, it makes doing tricks 
impossible. Skaters 

want space to be able to do tricks. Also, the city says that skaters do so much damage. 
How much damage can a few skaters do that a few million pedestrians haven’t already 
done? Simple physics says that a high-heeled shoe puts more pounds per square inch 
of pressure on the concrete than the wheels of a skateboard. 

The worst part about them trying to kick us out of 
downtown is that we have nowhere else to go. Skating on 
the North side sucks because there is so much traffic that 
you’re constantly dodging either cars or people. Skating the 
lakeshore is too damn hard because of all the people. Even 
the suburbs are starting to ban skateboarding. Where do 
they expect us to go? If they are going to unjustly ban us, 
they should at least have the common decency that humans 
are supposed to have and build a skatepark so we have 
somewhere to go. So, if you agree with what I’m saying, I 
encourage you to stand up for your rights before someone 
takes them away. 


NO 

SKAJEL- 
ffOARDING 
OR 

IN-LINE ‘ 
SKATING 

KSH? WILL 






I 


4 

i 

K 



This interview was done via the US Postal Service because I didn't see any of 
the afi guys at the SOIA show and I didn't think that I could get in at the 
Offspring show. However, it is still a pretty good interview. 


Welcome Back Skatter- Can you introduce the new lineup? 

Adam Carson-The lineup remains the same minus Geoff who quit recently. We 
don't have a permanent bass player yet. Hunter helped us out last tour and 
may come along next tour. Hunter has another band called The Force. They 
Rule. 

WBS-What happened to Geoff and how 
will his absence change your sound? 
AC-Geoff just got tired of playing, 
especially touring, and quit. 

WBS-Besides Davey, is anyone else in the 
band straightedge? 

AC-Dave is the only "straightedge" 
member of the band. Everyone else leads 
pretty clean and healthy lifestyles. 

WBS-As a band, who are your influences? 
AC-As a band, our influences are probably 
too numerous to print, but collectively, 
some of our influences have been: of 
course the Misfits, Black Flag, Bad 
Religion, Dag Nasty, SOIA, Rancid, 
Descendants. Basically, I find myself 
influenced by every band I see, good and 
bad. 

WBS-How do you respond to certain people writing off your music as bad just 
because you play Eastbay Hardcore and not NYHC? 

AC-Anyone who writes off a California Hardcore band for not sounding like a 
NY band is a very ridiculous person. 

WBS-How was it touring with SOIA and Snapcase? 

AC-Touring with SOIA and Snapcase was probably one of the greatest times of 
my life. Not only did I get to see Snapcase every night, I got to see SOIA, 
probably the best band in the world, play every night. Before Snapcase joined 
the tour, Ensign from NJ was with us. Before we joined the tour, Good 
Riddance was supporting. 

WBS-Compare the SOIA tour with the Offspring tour. 

AC-The SOIA and Offspring tours were entirely different, but both were positive 
and fun experiences. With SOIA, we played to a lot of people who hadn't heard 
of us but were at the show prepared to hear hardcore. With the Offspring, we 
played to people who hadn’t 
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heard of us and had never even seen a punk band play. It was really fun to 
watch the shocked expressions when we went on-stage to do our thing. Of 
course the SOIA tour was much smaller, but the shows were some of the 
greatest I've ever seen. 

WBS-Do you have any plans to tour with Redemption 87 (another kickass 
band-ed.)? 

AC-No plans to tour with R87 right now, but both bands agree it's a good idea. 
WBS-Why did you tour with the Offspring in a minivan with Nebraska plates? 
AC-OK, you're a quick one. We were in a mini van with Nebraska plates 
because our van broke down near Grand Island, Nebraska on a Sunday at 5 
AM. It truly sucked. We had to rent a minivan to get to Chicago. Dan and Joe 
from 88 Fingers Louie(yet another badass band-ed.) let us rent their old tour 
van once we got there. The entire situation was fucked up because when we 
returned this minivan, the lady claimed there was hail damage on the roof and 
tried to get us to pay for it. I think because we're young she thought she could 
take advantage of us. Our van is still in Nebraska, I think it's been fixed, but 
no one wants to get it. I compliment you on your sharp detective work (I thank 
Adam for the compliment, I don't get them very often, HINT-HINT-ed.) 

WBS-Are you still unwelcome at Gilman? 

AC-Apparently not. We 
heard that Gilman was 
unhappy with us but 
we've since heard that's 
untrue. There are a lot 
of people working there 
and I'm sure that some 
have problems, some 
don't. 

WBS-How is Nitro 
Records? Is it 
everything you're 
looking for? Are you 
looking to make the 
jump to a major? 

AC- Nitro is a great label and helps us do everything we need to survive as a 
band. We're not looking at majors, I doubt any would want us. I think that it's 
silly for bands to sign to majors unless they're confident the play what 
mainstream wants to hear. I mean, let's face it, Columbia and Warner Bros, 
want to move units and unless you do that, you're gone. Whether or not a band 
signs to a major, I'd like to clarify, is of no interest to me. Each band requires a 
unique amount of support from a label and people shouldn't fault bands for 
looking for a label with resources. There are a lot of shady majors out there, 

but there are a lot of shady independents. We know from experience 

WBS-I know Lint sang on a song that you have on a comp. Does he help 
nurture the young bands in the Eastbay? 

AC- Lint's a busy guy, but he's always been very helpful. All of Rancid have 
helped us immeasurably. 



WBS-Do you have any Mr. T experiences? 

AC-My only Mr. T experience was probably about five years ago. Mr. T was 
signing autographs at a comic shop to promote his short-lived comic. I didn't 
talk to him, but I saw him. Apparently he would be surly and refused 
autographs if you asked him to sign Mr. T Experience records. 


As an your unbiased editor, I recommend that you check this band out. They 
have two CDs, Answer that and Stay Fashionable, and Very Proud of Ya. They 


fucking rule. 





Boy Sets Fire 

THE DAY THE SUN WENT OUT 


1 2 -song 1 1 " $8.00 
12-song CD $9.00 



King For A Day 

SLEEPING HERO b/w LAZY 


2-song 7* $3.50 



Ink & Dagger 

DRIVE THIS SEVEN INCH WOODEN 
STAKE THROUGH MY 
PHILADELPHIA HEART 

1 O-song CD $9.00 
4-song 7 " $3.50 
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OAL by Bernie Papenfuss 

Warning, this is an article written and submitted by a reader of Welcome BackSkatter. The 
opinions presented here are totally those of the author and do not reflect the opinions of 
Shawn Skatter or WBS. Because remember, WBS is a zine by, of, and for the people. 

Now how many of you kids out there truly know what straightedge is all about? No 
matter if you space it, hyphenate it, or make it all one word, it’s the same thing. And if you are 
straightedge, great, if not, fine. Chances are that you just found out about it from MTV and 
don’t take it serious at all. If you do take it serious, and have been for a while, or even your 
whole life, be proud. Let’s just hope that you can keep it like that. I’m just trying to get to kids 
who are somewhat new to this whole thing and need to be taught the basics. % 

Straightedge, for me, is respect about myself and respect for others. But, I’ve seen 
some kids around who deface straightedge every chance they get. By somehow destroying it, 
by being militant towards others, and/or treating others who smoke, drink, etc. like dirt. Which, 
if you have a soul, would know is wrong. Think about it like this, man smoking cigarette, 
thinking nothing of it. Kids confront man and give him shit for smoking. Man gets jumped by 
kids and walks away with bruises and scars. (Is it just me or is that racist lynching with a 
different motive?) Now this man feels hateful towards these kids and seeks revenge. And 
maybe not on the same kids, but others who have the same ideas. (If this is what you want, 
others hating others without giving a chance, get your fucking head checked.) These kids 
somehow thought that they were doing this man a favor by knocking the shit out of him. But did 
they do anything positive as they intended? No. That’s not how it is supposed to work. Do what 
you can to change things right, but battering random people doesn’t do any good. Talk to 
them, show them what straightedge is all about, and if you can, help them from the situation 
they’re in. Now don’t get me wrong, I’m not sticking up for any and everyone that smokes, 
drinks, etc. But would you want to be beat up for being straightedge? Now it’s different from 
their side, isn’t it? That’s my point. Now not only is there a militant breed of bad apples among 
us, but there’s another breed, just as bad, or worse than the preceding. 

I’m talking about the “posers” that say they’re straightedge without being or doing so at 
all. Which by me, makes absolutely no sense at all. Why kids do this I have no idea, but I’ve 
seen it done many times. Kids who say they’re “sorta straightedge” or “half-straightedge” which 
you just can’t be. It’s either one or the other, either you are or you aren’t. You don’t take a drink 
or even a sip and still be straightedge. You don’t take a hit and still be straightedge. Once you 
sip, you’re gone. Why should you consider being straightedge if you know you can’t take it? It’s 
in or out. No way around it. 

For anyone who’s cared enough to read this all the way through, thanks for your time. I 
might do this again, if I get around to it. But, just some words of advice, the “well, you only 
have one life” idea shouldn’t be your excuse to pick up the bottle or the pack of Marb reds. Just 
because you have one life doesn’t mean you have to live it as an addict. 


RECORD REVIEWS 

The Adiusters-the Politics of Style (Jump Up! Records)- A guy I know played in this band for a 
while, so I was familiar with their music when I got this album. It was so great to hear this 
because as much as I like ska-punk, it is getting old really quick. This 10 piece band satisfied 
my need for some roots Jamaican sound. They sound really tight musically and they kept me 
hypnotized with their music. While listening, I couldn't help but dance. I was really fucking 
impressed. WBS picks are "Taylor" and "Burnt Cream." 

All Out War-Demo tape (3 Malmros PI. Poughkeepsie. NY 1260 T) -A friend of mine from NY 
told me to check these guys out. I went to one of their shows and I was in awe. They were so 
damn good. This band from NY are total metal. Although I'm not big into metal, these guys had 
this energy in their music like Madball does that keeps me listening. You should check these 
guys out cause #1) they rule and #2) they are the coolest guys. 

All out War- 7"- This is more awesome metal from these NY guys. They are just fucking 
intense, see above review. 

Blue Meanies-Full Throttle-Thick Records -I didn't think that the Blue Meanies could top Kiss 
your Ass Goodbye, but with this release, that's exactly what they did. They've returned with 
their unique blend of ska/punk/jazz/metal/circus type music. They'll catch you in a lull then drag 
you on a hundred mile-per-hour roller coaster ride in mere seconds with the dynamic changes. 
This is by far the best stuff that they've ever put out. 

The Bouncing Souls-Epitaph -I don't know if it even necessary for me to review this CD. If the 
Bouncing Souls aren't one of your favorite punk bands ever, there is something wrong with 
you. This is their best release to date. The Bouncing Souls play impossibly melodic and happy 
tunes while at the same time keeping their East Coast FUCK YOU! attitude. If you have never 
heard this band before, they are kind of hard to describe. Imagine the cars or some other 80's 
pop band on crack. They are fast, melodic, and Fucking good. 

Boy Sets Fire-The day the sun went out-initial Records -This band is emocore in the vein of 
TITR, Shift, etc. But the difference between Boy Sets Fire and the rest is their beliefs. Each 
song on this disc takes on a problem that they find in society and along with the lyrics, each 
song has pictures and/or writings that exemplify what the band means in the songs. This added 
so much more meaning to the disc. So, if you dig Sensefield and such, you must check this out, 
it is really good. Definitely check out the song "Swingset." It is awesome. Even the title is 
cool. 

The Exceptions-Five Finger Discount-Jump Up! Records -Half this album is your standard ska- 
punk type stuff and the other half has a much harder ska sound, almost reminiscent of the Blue 
Meanies. The plain ska-punk numbers are, well, just plain, but the harder songs like "Me Me 
Me" and "5 Finger Discount" are really really damn good. If you dig Blue Meanies, it is 
definitely worth checking out. 

The Fantastics-7"- Sinister Records-Holy poop! These guys sound just like the 1st Blink- 182 
album w/o the cheesy lyrics. I had never heard these guys before, but I was really and seriously 
digging them. I totally encourage you to get this. Pop at it’s finest!! 

Guttermouth-Musical Monkev-Nitro Records -According to my sister and her friends, this band 
rules. I agree with her that the music is pretty good. It is fast paced, in your face, snotty punk. 
The part I don't like about this is the lyrics. I realize that the band isn't serious about all they 
say, but talking shit about gays, vegans, hardcore, skacore, their moms, and zines isn't cool. 
The one song that I did really dig though was "Do the Hustle." Those lyrics made me chuckle 
pretty damn hard. 


Hot Stove Jimmy-Salute -Jump Up! Records -I had heard this band before and didn't really like 
them. When I listened to Salute, I changed my mind. I was pretty impressed. They reminded 
me of a cross between MU330 and Madness w/ Chris from LTJ singing. They have the wacky 
organ sound of Madness and the horns that set the mood and tempo. The only part of this that I 
didn't like was the vocals. It wasn't because of their quality or anything. It’s just that I liked the 
music so much that singing to it detracts from the quality. My picks-"Two Times Second", 
"Take Your Time", and "Intermission" (Cause it talks about Schlitz Malt liquor). Check out the 
secret track part 2. 

Ink & Dagger-Drive This Seven Inch Stake Through Mv Philadelphia Heart-Initial Records- 

Ink&Dagger is an emocore/ progressive hardcore band with a hard edge. When I first listened, I 
was really into it. It captures your emotions in the music. Plus, as with all the Initial releases, 
the packaging is so well done. I really fucking dig this band. The only thing that I don't like is 
that they have this image that they are Vampires. That’s a bit cheesy, but the music more than 
makes up for it. WBS picks are "The Road to Hell", "Caretaker", and "Bloodlust". Pick this 
one up. 

Kemuri-Little Plavmate-Roadrunner Records -This is a ska-punk band from Japan. I've heard 
some Japanese ska-punk before and I really didn't like it. It was just a rip of some American ska 
band's music. Kemuri, though, was totally different. They bring their own style to the music 
and it is so awesome. It is so upbeat, the horns are tight, and most importantly, it has the Mike 
Park seal of approval. So, check this album out, you won't be sorry. 

King for a Dav-7"-Initial Records -This is more mid western emo/hardcore. The first song 
"Sleeping Hero" didn't do much for me. It was just your average emocore song, their wasn't 
anything special about it. The 2nd song "Lazy", though, was really good. It was really original 
and was much more upbeat than side a. I'm really interested in hearing more from these guys. 
They have a ton of potential. 

The Mr. T Experience-Revenge is Sweet, and so are vou-Lookout Records -I was really excited 
when I got this cause I love MTX. In fact they are an inspiration for this zine. Well, the MTX 
starship is back and there is no dropoff from the last album, Love is Dead. Revenge is more of 
the great pop punk that MTX has been bringing us since I was a wee lad. Personal faves are 
"With My Looks and Your Brains", "Swiss Army Girlfriend" and "Some Foggy Mountain 
Top" (cause Dr. Frank yodels). Any true blue-blooded American pop punk fan should buy this 
without hesitation and Dr. Frank, please keep cranking this stuff out. 

Pansy Division-More Lovin’ From Our Oven-Lookout Records -This is like a best of Pansy 
Division CD. They have songs about homosexuality from Queer to the Core, Manada, For 
those about to suck cock, and more. It is fucking good. For anybody that doesn't own any PD, 
but is into poppy punk, check this album out. 

The Parka Kings-Bienvenidos!-Jump Up! Records -Let me just say "Holy Shyte!" This is damn 
good. They combine the best elements of each of the 3 waves of ska and put them into one 
swingin' album. I'm not shitting when I say that Bienvenidos is a party in a package. If you 
don’t believe me, invite some friends over and pop this one in the CD and see what happens. 
Check out "Mob Boss", "Kidnapped", "Slow Me Down", and the beer drinking number, 
"American CPS". 


Shelter-Bevond Planet Earth-Roadrunner Records - When I got this album, I wasn't sure what 
to expect. Shelter is always changing their sound and this album is no different. Beyond Planet 


Earth has 2 halves. The first is really really poppy. In fact, the 4th song is a ska punk song 
including horns. At first, I really didn't like it, but after a while, I started humming the songs 
wherever I went. The 2nd half is a lot harder. "Times Ticking Away" is a hardcore song. As a 
whole, however, I was kinda disappointed, especially cause I had been listening to Ray's Better 
Than a 1000 for the two weeks before I got this. 

Telegraph-10 Songs. ..-Jump Up!- For those familiar with the Skolars, this is their album with 
their new name on it. For those that don't, listen up. Whenever a band does a cover of Op Ivy 
and does it better than them, you know they're one hell of a band. Telegraph does this with 
"Unity". They are one of the few ska-punk bands still around that I can actually say I love. 

They are super energetic, the songs have that Slapstick-type sing along quality, and they are all 
around cool guys. 2 thumbs up. I just can't wait til they come out with the 7" that I've been 
hearing about. 

Tied Down-Demo Tape-po box 547 Vails Gate. NY 12584 - This is some hard ass shit from this 
NY band. You may not believe me, but it reminds me of Agnostic Front. The only probs with 
this are the recording quality (not a big deal) and the vocals get a little weak at times, but 
otherwise, this is real fucking good. I can’t wait to hear these guys when they record again. 

V/A-Honest Don’s Welcome Wagon Sampler-Honest Don's Records -This is the Honest Don's 
sampler. It's got some ska-punk w/ Mad Caddies and Dance Hall Crashers and a ton of Pop 
punk. The Riverdales do another Ramones type song, Chixdiggit do an awesome song about 
the Chupa Cabra, Diesel Boy do "Punk Rock 101", and Me First and the Gimme Gimmes do 
Elton John's "Rocket Man". This comp is pretty cool cause it’s got some of pop punks best 
artists (listed above) and some cool bands that I've never heard of (Limp-they rule). If you own 
all the above bands, this probably isn't the best CD for you, cause they are all old songs. But, if 
you don't know much about pop punk, this is well worth checking out. 
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I think that this is a band that needs no introduction. You all know 'em and 
you all love 'em, the Mighty Mighty Mighty Mighty Mighty Mighty 
BOSSTONES. This interview was done Dicky, the man with the coolest name in 
the Music business, before the typhoon hit the Chicago date of the Warped 
Tour. So, read on. 


Welcome Back Skatter-How do you 
guys react to your success, I mean 
you started as a real small band. 
Dicky Barrett-It's not an overnight 
thing, you know, we've been doing 
this for a long time. I think it's more 
of a snowball. Any success that we 
have, I'm very comfortable with 
thinking we built it. I react proudly 
to it. You know, if you do something 
long enough, either people are going 
to take notice or you're going to go 
into obscurity. One way or another, 
we'd still be doing it. It's what we 
love to do. 

WBS-You were on Taang for a long time, do you prefer Mercury or.. 

DB-For two records and an ep, and we've been on Mercury for three albums 
and an ep. I prefer Mercury, but at the time, I was certainly scared, you know. I 
always wanted to be on an independent label and my vision was for Taang and 
the Bosstones to grow together, but Curtis from Taang's vision were two 
different things. He was really into banking and I was really into music. He did 
a little too much banking with money that wasn't his and, well, I'm over it now. 
It may sound like I'm still a little bitter, but the guy was a crook and he didn't 
care about the band, he doesn't care about any of his bands really. The all- 
mighty dollar, that’s what made that situation ugly. Now, where on Mercury. 

It's probably not as personal as I would like things to be, but it's fair and it's 
good and there’s a lot of good people there. We have creative control that we 
insist on, it's a good relationship. 

WBS-Do you miss playing the smaller, more personable shows? 

DB-We still do 'em. We sneak into them. It's a two-headed monster. On the one 
hand, you want as any people to see the show as want to and on the other 
hand, you like the intimacy of two or three hundred kids going off. You know, 
my life is set up so that I can handle anything that comes my way, I take in 




stride, I make the best of it, I enjoy myself. I didn't start the band to say this is 
what it is and it will always be this. We started experiencing different things 
along the way and enjoying it. 

WBS-I was reading an interview with Dave Smalley of Down By Law... 

DB- My friend. 

WBS-He was asked what he thought of the Bosstones and he said 'I used to 
think they were cool until I saw all the white hats in the crowd.' What do you 
think about that? 



DB-I think that it was a very elitist of Dave to say. What we do for white hats is 
if they come in knuckle-headed jocks, they leave with a little more intelligence. 
Dave taught me something a long time ago, I used to live in Dave's house when 
I was in high school and I used to go into Boston and he was in DYS. He used 
to let me stay at his apartment on weekends. He taught me about UNITY, he 
taught me about unifying people. To say that these people, because they wear 
white hats, are uncool or are unworthy goes against all he's preached. If that's 
the way he is now, that disappoints me. I think that you can't judge a man by 
the color of his hat. I personally wouldn't wear a white hat, then again, maybe 
I'm too fashion conscience. 

WBS-Are you trying to take James Brown's title as hardest working man [men] 
in show business? 

DB-I think we're just trying to do what we love and do it as often as possible. 
We get an opportunity to play a lot of shows, so we take advantage. Chances 
are that it isn't going to last forever, but for as long as it does, we're going to go 
for it. 

WBS-Where did you get the idea for one ska band and one hardcore band to 
open your shows. 


DB-I don't know, we're a little bit punk, a little bit ska, so it just made sense to 
us. I think it's just good for the vibe. I think the Warped Tour is just a bigger 
version of what we've been doing for years, which is ska and punk together. 
WBS-When you started the band, how viable was it to have Ben just dance? 
DB-When we first started the band, Ben was just hanging out. He was just one 
of our boys. He was a likely candidate to front the band as I was. No one really 
knew what we were going to do. We all kinda said I'll give the bass a shot, Joe 
said 'I'll tiy the bass', Nate got on the guitar. Having little patience to learn 
anything else, I grabbed the microphone. Then, when we arrived for our first 
show, they said everyone had to be in the band to be in the club. They wouldn't 
let Ben in unless he was in the band, so I said just get on the stage and do 
what you want. From then on in, he hasn't missed a show. 

WBS-Do you walk around the shows just to let people know that you are a real 
person? 

DB-It's a big ploy to make people think that I'm keeping it real. It's because I 
find back stage to be fairly boring. The people that I traveled to the shows with 
are there. I get the opportunity to meet a lot of people that are interested in 
what I do and appreciate something that I've created. So to sit back stage or to 
sit on a tour bus would drive me crazy. I meet a lot of people, and I like people 



a lot. It's an experience. There's a lot more going on out here than there is back 
there. 

WBS-How did you end up getting on H20's album? (H20 is one, if not the 
world's greatest band and I don't think Dicky would argue-ed.). 

DB-They asked me to come into the studio and I've been hanging out with 
them for two years now. 


Kevin Lenear-We're beat, we're beat, we're totally beat. We have no bus and it's 
raining out. There's shit food, the kids are wet. The weather's nice, kids can't 
skate the half pipe, and we're still going to rock out for you. 

WBS-Have you ever been in anything except Impact Unit? 

DB-I was in another band after Impact Unit called the Cheapskates, which was 
mad up of members of DYS, Stranglehold, Gang Green, it was kinda like a 
Boston all-star ska-punk band. 

WBS-(joking around-ed.)Do you guys feel blessed to be on the same label as 
those kids that sing that MMMbop song? (you know that you know the words 
to it, whether you like it or not!!-ed.) 

DB-It's great. It's great that we're on the same label as Joan Osbourne (She 
sings 'What if God was one of us', you know that one too-ed.). I thank my lucky 
stars everyday that I get to be on the label that gave us bands like Def Leppard 
(would you please pour some sugar on me?-ed.). 

WBS-(then I gave Dicky the knockout punch question-ed.) Do you have any Mr. 
T experiences? 

DB-No, I really don't. I never really even watched the A-Team. (It seems that 
bands just don't give a damn about Mr. T anymore. It's a shame. Please, let's 
have a moment of silence for Mr. T and pray that his cancer subsides-ed.) 


Even though they're not A-Team fans, the Bosstones are cool guys (well, at 
least the three I met were cool, Kevin, Dicky, and Johnny Vegas, I'm just 
guessing that the rest of the guys are cool.). So, if you don't own anything by 
these guys, then where the hell have you been this decade? Buy there new 
album 'Let's Face It' now! 
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Fast, ripping, snot, pop punk. A 

cross between Vindictives and 
Parasites. This is a must for a fans 
of either of those bands. 


H20 


I put this section in for a few reasons: 1 ) H20 is a badass band that deserves a 
ton of credit; 2) are really cool guys and have been nothing but nice to me since I 
first met them; 3) they have a new album coming out next month on Epitaph; 

and 4) I had these 
pictures at my 
disposal. Well if 
you don’t know, 

H20 is the biggest 
thing to come out of 
NYC in a while. 
They play melodic 
hardcore, a lot like 
Gorilla Biscuits. In 
fact, they have a 
sound byte from GB 
on the new album. 
I’ve heard that this 
new album, 

“Thicker than 
Water”, is gonna be 
the shit. So, 
remember, don’t 

forget the struggle, don’t forget the streets, don’t forget your roots and don’t sell 
out. And don’t forget your roots. 



The band is: 

Toby Morse-throat 
Todd Morse-guitar 
Rusty Pistachio-guitar 
Todd Friend-drums 
Adam Blake-bass 
Vaughn Lewis-man with 
the plan 
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Shawn Hopman 
2358 N. Sheffield 
rm. 401 

Chicago, IL 60614 

(773) 687-1854 

shopman@shrike.depaul.edu 


The WBS SHOUT OUTS: big thanx to Dick Barrett and 

Kevin Linnear (Mighty Mighty Bosstones); Adam Carson and Davey Havok of 
AFI; the cool guys of Big Bad Voodoo Daddy; Karl Crisis (Earth Crisis); The 
Belden Crew: Cheese, the Doggfather, Bradley the Barber, Buck, Doug Pyle 
(that’s his real name), Dover, Aaron, Rob the white trash brain genius, Val, Don 
V. Meadowlark Nemmons, 8-ball; Craig @ sinister records; Zak @ thick records; 
Chuck @ jump up records; Andrea @ nitro records; Tristin @ lookout records; 
Jay @ hellbender fanzine; All Out War; honest don’s records; roadrunner 
records; Andy @ initial records; the fireside bowl; cartoon network; amy from 
Canada; VOLTRON; mumra; U of C ska kids; Chicago’s punk/ska/hardcore 
community; the CMB crew; H20 crew: Toby, Rusty, Adam, Todd F., Todd M., 
Vaughn, Kenny, Tim, and Moon; all the people that wrote and emailed; bernie; 
and you, the reader — Shawn Skatter 


Bernie wanted to thank Elisa (for all she’s done, friendship and otherwise), Brian, 
Dan (because without them, I wouldn’t have even put forth the effort to write the 
article), April (for the continued support), all sXe kids and anyone else of the few 
that I (bernie) get along with in this town that I forgot about. 
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-OTHER JUMP UP! SKA RELEASES- 

VARIOUS "AMERICAN SKATHIC 1" CD 
VARIOUS "AMERICAN SKATHIC 2" CD 
VARIOUS "DEATH OF AN AMERICAN SKATHIC" CD 


THE PACERS "STRICTLY FOR LOVERS" CD 
PARKA KINGS "23 SKIDOO” CD 
SUSPECT BILL "BILL ME LATER" CD 
THE SKOLARS "10 SONGS AND..." CD 


VARIOUS "RETURN OF AMERICAN SKATHIC" (aka Vol 4) THE EXCEPTIONS "FIVE FINGER DISCOUNT" CD 




ALL CD'S $12.00 PPD MAKE CHECKS TO C.WREN 
WRITE FOR OUR HUGE FREE MAIL- ORDER CATALOG! 




Shawn Hopman 
2358 N. Sheffield 
rm. 401 

Chicago, IL 60614 



If you’re gonna drink, make it good beer! 


